
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES13122 October 26, 1999 
a climate where the United States and 
our neighbors can be competitive into 
the 21st century or we can repeat the 
same turmoil of the 1980s. The choice is 
clear, it is stark, and I think it is be-
yond reasonable debate: Will we engage 
or will we retreat? 

I urge you to extend this assistance 
to our neighbors to expand commerce 
and promote economic and political 
stability in the region. A primary bene-
ficiary of that stability and expansion, 
a primary beneficiary of the new en-
hanced partnership between the United 
States and our neighbors in the Carib-
bean, will be the United States of 
America and its citizens. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SENATOR JOHN 
CHAFEE 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to talk about a friend, an 
athlete, a scholar, a lawyer, a Gov-
ernor, a Secretary of the Navy, a Sen-
ator, and a marine—not necessarily in 
that order. 

The Senate and our country have lost 
a great man with the passing of John 
Chafee. He exemplified everything that 
is so good and decent and honorable 
about our country. A man born to 
privilege, he also recognized a duty and 
an obligation to serve his country. As a 
young freshman at Yale, he was moved 
to action by the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor. He became a marine be-
cause he wanted to fight, and they 
promised him he would do just that in 
the Pacific. 

So many of our World War II genera-
tion, called by Tom Brokaw ‘‘our 
greatest generation,’’ did exactly what 
John Chafee did. They left their ivy 
league campuses and their State uni-
versities, their jobs and their families, 
and they saw it as their duty to serve. 

The Marines delivered on their prom-
ise; they gave John Chafee a chance to 
fight. Soon after his initial training, he 
found himself as a young private on the 
beach at one of America’s bloodiest 
battles, at Guadalcanal. Several years 
ago, at a program at the Smithsonian, 
Senator Chafee joined a group of World 
War II veterans who discussed their 
memories of the war. John Chafee re-
lated that the lesson he carried with 
him was that there was no rhyme or 
reason to who lived and who died in 
combat. He said he learned that it 
didn’t matter how good a marine you 
might be, the incoming artillery 
rounds and the enemy bullets did not 
discriminate among good and bad ma-
rines and that if one survived it was 
not though personal merit but by the 

grace of God. He came away from that 
experience with a commitment to live 
honorably and well because he recog-
nized that every day was a gift and be-
cause he owed that to those who he left 
behind on those fields. 

He went on to receive a commission 
as a lieutenant and the Marines contin-
ued to provide those opportunities to 
fight in other bloody battles in the Pa-
cific theater including Okinawa. 

When the war ended, he took off his 
uniform, returned home, and picked up 
where he left off. He graduated from 
Yale where he distinguished himself as 
a collegiate wrestler and captain of the 
Yale wrestling team. Although a su-
premely modest man, the one honor for 
which he was always very proud and 
willing to talk about was his induction 
several years ago into the Collegiate 
Wrestling Hall of Fame in Oklahoma. 

After Yale, he went on to Harvard 
and graduated in a class filled with 
many other veterans with similar war 
records including Senator TED STE-
VENS. But soon after graduating from 
law school, John Chafee learned the 
Marines weren’t done with him and 
their promise to give him a chance to 
fight. 

In fact, John Chafee related this ex-
perience to me when we were driving 
together in a car to see the mustering 
out of one of my favorite aides, my leg-
islative aide Dave Davis, whose wife 
happened to be John Chafee’s personal 
assistant. We were going out together 
because this was a big day for Dave 
Davis. He was going to leave the Army 
and to come with me full time. I must 
say it was a great day for me. John 
Chafee said: You know, I left after 
World War II, and I thought I was fin-
ished. I didn’t sign any papers saying I 
had left the service; I didn’t think it 
was necessary. And all of a sudden, one 
day during the Korean war, I get a no-
tice from the U.S. Marines saying you 
never left the marines, and we are 
going to send you to Korea. He said: 
My gosh, I was so surprised. 

He was no longer an 18-year-old who 
was looking for a place to fight. He had 
a wife and child. He had just graduated 
from Harvard Law School with a bright 
future ahead. John Chafee said: I still 
have a commitment and I am going to 
keep it. 

He said he had a responsibility to 
young marines to teach and tell them 
what he knew from his own combat ex-
perience because he knew that would 
be helpful. He answered the call with-
out complaint and once again distin-
guished himself as a marine company 
commander in battle against the Chi-
nese in North Korea in the mountains 
of Korea. 

One of his young lieutenants in that 
company in Korea was the novelist and 
writer James Brady. Brady wrote a 
book about his experience in the Korea 
war entitled ‘‘The Coldest War’’ and 
John Chafee is the hero of that story. 
Brady writes. 

That’s how it is in the Marine Corps. There 
are rules and a subtle understanding some of 

them are to be broken. Colonels broke rules, 
I suppose generals did, enlisted men broke 
them, I broke them whenever I could with 
circumspection, but Chafee never. Captain 
Chafee kept the rules. Not that he was pris-
sy. It simply did not occur to Chafee to cut 
corners. 

Brady also writes about not having a 
chance to tell John Chafee how much 
he meant to him in a way in which 
many of us in the Senate can identify 
with today. 

There was so much I wanted to say: what 
his confidence meant to me, how I admired 
him, how much he’d taught all of us. He was 
the only truly great man I’d met in my life, 
and all I had the time to do was say thanks. 
Maybe he understood. 

We all know his incredible achieve-
ments after returning from battle. He 
continued to serve his native Rhode Is-
land well as a three-term Governor and 
then Senator for 23 years. He also con-
tinued to serve his beloved Marine 
Corps as the Secretary of the Navy. 

He kept faith with all those marines 
who paid the supreme sacrifice in the 
Pacific and in Korea by living a good 
life and representing them well. He was 
always Semper Fi to the Corps. 

One story recalled by another mem-
ber of the platoon years later at a 
gathering of Korean war veterans told 
of how John Chafee’s Marine company 
was moving across snow-covered 
ground that was believed to be covered 
with landmines. No one in the company 
was eager to march through the area so 
Captain John Chafee, showing no fear, 
took point and led his men through the 
snow. When the marines reached the 
top of the hill, someone looked back 
and observed that the entire company 
had left only one set of tracks as each 
marine had carefully stepped exactly 
in Captain John Chafee’s footprints. 

This lieutenant observed nearly 50 
years later that he and the others were 
still trying to follow in John Chafee’s 
footsteps. 

As did his marines so long ago, many 
of us are trying to follow in John 
Chafee’s footsteps, setting a standard 
of decency, civility, and kindness, re-
membering how to disagree without 
rancor. This is something all of us in 
the Senate need to remember when we 
think of John Chafee. It is the lesson 
all of us could relearn as we are going 
into some very tough times in the Sen-
ate. He loved this institution. He loved 
what it meant. We have all been en-
riched and blessed by his presence. 

I hope his legacy will be that all of us 
will be better for John Chafee having 
been here because he is known as one 
of the kindest, most civil, and abso-
lutely great Members of this body by 
everyone who knew him. I have never 
heard anyone say John Chafee was not 
a superior person. Whether or not you 
agreed with him on the merits of an 
issue, you could never say he wasn’t 
the best of us. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair recognizes the Senator from 
Ohio. 
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Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 

rise to pay tribute to John Chafee. Al-
though I am a new Member of the Sen-
ate, I worked with John for many years 
as Governor of Ohio and as vice chair-
man and chairman of the National 
Governors’ Association. I worked with 
him to reform Medicaid and welfare 
and to reform our laws to protect the 
environment. 

I always found him to be a gen-
tleman, a thoughtful man who listened 
and gave a fair hearing, whether it was 
in his office or before his committee. I 
also found him to be a man of profound 
principle with a deep and abiding sense 
of care for the less fortunate and the 
environment. 

No environmental legislation 
emerged from this Congress without 
his imprint. I am sure he looked at the 
improving environment in this country 
as part of his public service legacy. In 
particular, I remember working closely 
with him on the effort to reform the 
Safe Drinking Water Act. I was one of 
the leads for the Governors of the 
State and local government coalition, 
and John, of course, was chairman of 
the Environment and Public Works 
Committee. 

John was a visionary leader insisting 
on enhancing protection of public 
health and, for the first time, requiring 
the use of cost-benefit analysis and 
risk assessment in setting environ-
mental standards. 

When we in the State and local gov-
ernment community started out, we 
were told we wouldn’t succeed; that the 
environmental community would never 
accept these far-reaching reforms. 

However, due to John’s hard work 
and credibility, we did succeed and the 
enactment of the bill was celebrated at 
The White House. The result was that 
the bill was viewed as a model for envi-
ronmental reform by state and local 
elected officials and as an advancement 
in the protection of public health by 
the environmental community. 

Since I arrived in the Senate earlier 
this year, I have been privileged to 
serve on John’s Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee. We had many 
oars in the water, so to speak, bills 
that we were working on. I am sad-
dened that I did not have more of an 
opportunity to work with John as a 
colleague here in the Senate, as so 
many others did, who have spoken so 
eloquently of their high regard and 
treasured friendship with him. 

However, it has been a privilege to 
work with him and serve with him. I 
have learned from him and his exam-
ple. There is no one who ran a better or 
fairer hearing than John. When John 
chaired a hearing, you could count that 
it would start on time. In fact, I tried 
to get there before him to let him 
know that first, I respected his chair-
manship and, second, to take advan-
tage of his ‘‘early bird’’ rule. For those 
of you who are unaware of the chair-
man’s ‘‘early bird rule,’’ it was his way 
of specially recognizing those who 
made the effort to show up on time for 

his hearings. The ‘‘early bird rule’’ pro-
vided that he would recognize Senators 
in the order they arrived—regardless of 
seniority—although on occasion he did 
make exceptions if a ‘‘late arrival’’ had 
a special issue to bring before the com-
mittee. 

John reminded me of my father-in- 
law—if you weren’t 5 minutes early for 
a scheduled meeting, he would be 
standing there waiting for you while 
looking at his watch. 

I have decided that in the future I 
will no longer refer to the ‘‘early bird 
rule,’’ but will begin a new tradition 
honoring the chairman by now refer-
ring to the ‘‘Chafee rule.’’ 

Others have spoken of John’s mili-
tary and civic service to his country 
with beautiful oratory, but I simply 
want to say that as a freshman he was 
my role model. John Chafee was an 
honest, hard working, decent, prin-
cipled, and straight-forward man. I will 
miss him and the Senate will surely be 
the less for his loss. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair recognizes the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, there have been a number of 
my colleagues who have spoken about 
a wonderful man and a good friend and 
colleague, Senator John Chafee. I will 
take a few moments to talk about John 
Chafee the friend, John Chafee the leg-
islator, and the man who served as a 
role model for all in public service, re-
gardless of the partisan affiliation, ide-
ology, or views on any particular 
issues. 

I happened to be in New Hampshire 
yesterday morning—ironically, dis-
cussing the possibilities of attending a 
function in New England honoring Sen-
ator Chafee—when I heard the tragic 
news of his passing. It was, indeed, a 
shock. I saw John in his wheelchair on 
the subway after the last vote on Fri-
day. He was engaged in conversation 
with some constituents, visitors to the 
Capitol. I didn’t interrupt him because 
I didn’t want to interrupt that con-
versation. I wish I had. That would 
have been the last opportunity to say 
goodbye to him. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, with Ginny and the children 
and the grandchildren, but also with 
Senator Chafee’s very devoted staff, 
both on the Environment and Public 
Works Committee and in his personal 
office. 

Others on the floor have reviewed 
Senator Chafee’s record of achieve-
ments. It is an inspiring record. Others 
have dwelled on it extensively. It 
stands in stark contrast to what many 
Americans today think about politics, 
politicians, and political leaders. 

I want to emphasize the qualities of 
public service and patriotism that mo-
tivated John Chafee. In the spirit of 
Jimmy Stewart, who believed that 
good leaders should occupy the offices 
here, John Chafee was in that tradi-
tion. As a young man of 20, John left 
college to enlist in the Marine Corps 

after the attack on Pearl Harbor. He 
fought at Guadalcanal, and after that 
he resumed his studies. After the war, 
he earned an undergraduate degree 
from Yale and a law degree from Har-
vard. He again served his country in 
the Korean conflict where he com-
manded Dog Company, a 200-man rifle 
unit in the first marine division. That 
is not easy duty. 

After serving his country with honor 
in the military, he embarked on what 
would be another honorable career for 
John Chafee; 6 years in the Rhode Is-
land House of Representatives, includ-
ing the rise to the post of minority 
leader. He ran for the Governor of 
Rhode Island and was elected by a 398- 
vote margin in 1962. His constituents 
recognized John Chafee’s leadership, 
integrity, and intelligence by reward-
ing him with two more terms as Gov-
ernor—in both cases by the largest 
margins in the State’s history. 

In 1969, President Richard Nixon ap-
pointed John Chafee as Secretary of 
the Navy where he served with and was 
succeeded by our mutual friend, JOHN 
WARNER. John Chafee was elected to 
the Senate in the bicentennial year of 
1976 as the first Republican to be elect-
ed Senator from Rhode Island in 46 
years. His work as a Senator was re-
warded with reelection in 1982, 1988, 
1994, and he would have been reelected 
again in 2000 had that been in the 
cards. 

He was looking forward to spending 
more time with Ginny and the grand-
children. I think that is the greatest 
tragedy of all, that they will miss a 
wonderful husband and a wonderful fa-
ther and grandfather. 

I first got to know John Chafee when 
I was elected to the Senate in 1990. I 
served on the Environment and Public 
Works Committee where he was a 
ranking member and then chairman. 
We worked together on all of the envi-
ronmental bills that come down the 
pike: Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, 
the Safe Drinking Water Act and, most 
importantly, on Superfund, where we 
shared the frustrations of working and 
fighting the good fight, where we had 
differences on the other side of the 
aisle. But John was a patient legislator 
in spite of the frustrations, in spite of 
the times he could have been angry— 
politically angry—at those on the 
other side of the aisle. He never was. 
One couldn’t get him to say one cross 
word about anybody on that committee 
no matter what. He wouldn’t do it. 

I was taking the subway and saw 
John talking to a person, perhaps pos-
ing for a picture. And sometimes the 
people were not sure who he was. One 
time a person asked: Do you know 
which Senator that was, sir? And I 
said: I do. That is Senator John Chafee. 
They said: What do you know about 
him? I said: He is the nicest man in the 
Senate, and don’t forget it. 

He was. He looked after his col-
leagues. 

In 1996, when I ran for reelection, 
there were attacks on my environ-
mental record that were not justified. 
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He came to my aid in New Hampshire 
and spent a day up there with me de-
flecting those attacks. Although he 
was criticized for doing it, he did it 
anyway. He was glad to do it. I will 
never forget it. 

Both New Englanders, Chafee and 
SMITH, both veterans, both committed 
to protecting the environment, John a 
far greater leader than I in that regard, 
we did have a lot in common. We dis-
agreed on issues, as well. If there was 
anyone who ever lived who perfected 
the art of disagreeing without being 
disagreeable, it was John Chafee. Many 
times I marveled at his ability to par-
ticipate in a heated debate, in close 
quarters, sometimes without losing his 
composure and his good humor. One of 
the qualities I will always remember 
about John was his demeanor and good 
humor. 

When I first came to the Senate—and 
Senator WARNER referred to this yes-
terday—one of his favorite expressions 
was, ‘‘Oh, dear.’’ Senator WARNER 
spoke eloquently about it yesterday. I 
had a personal experience with ‘‘Oh, 
dear’’ when I first came to the Senate 
in 1990 and we reorganized the Senate. 
I didn’t know people that well. I was 
getting pressure from some Senators 
on one quarter to vote for one person 
for leadership and others were sug-
gesting I vote for Senator Chafee. As I 
went into the last moments before the 
vote in the Republican conference, I 
still had not made up my mind. 

Finally I decided. My decision was to 
vote against Senator Chafee. So I said: 
I have to tell him this. My conscience 
would bother me too much if I didn’t 
walk up and tell him before the vote 
because it was a secret ballot. I walked 
up and I said: John, I just want to let 
you know I decided to vote for the 
other guy, and he just said, ‘‘Oh, dear.’’ 
And he lost by one vote. 

It really was the beginning of a long 
friendship which I will always cherish. 
There will be a lot of tributes to Sen-
ator Chafee over the next several 
months. None of them will do justice to 
the memory of his legacy. I would like 
to propose one myself today, as one 
small way to deal with that legacy. As 
we all know, throughout his career 
John fought for the protection of our 
natural resources. One initiative many 
Americans may not appreciate that 
was sponsored by Senator Chafee in 
1982 was the Coastal Barrier Resources 
Act. I know enacting that into law was 
one of the proudest moments of Sen-
ator Chafee’s tenure here. 

For the benefit of my colleagues who 
are not familiar with this act, its pri-
marily purpose is to restrict Federal 
expenditures and financial assistance 
that encouraged the development of 
undeveloped coastal barriers. Develop-
ment in ecologically critical coastal 
barriers along the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts not only damaged fish and other 
natural resources but often resulted in 
the loss of human life as well. 

The act permitted Federal expendi-
tures for energy resource development, 

military activities, channel improve-
ments, conservation activities, emer-
gencies, navigation aids, and scientific 
research projects. It permitted, but did 
not require, interested private land-
owners to enter the system on a vol-
untary basis. The Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System comprises approxi-
mately 3 million acres and 2,500 shore-
line miles. 

This act was vintage Chafee. It was 
balanced. It was fiscally prudent. It 
was environmentally protective. I can 
think of no more fitting tribute to Sen-
ator John Chafee than to name the sys-
tem created by that legislation the 
John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System. I intend to introduce 
legislation to that effect and look for-
ward to its quick passage with the sup-
port of my colleagues. 

In closing, I say to Ginny and to the 
children and grandchildren, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you. All 
of us are proud to have called your hus-
band, your father, and your grand-
father, a friend. He was a decent, won-
derful man. I am proud to call him a 
friend. 

I would like to close reading Psalm 
15, which the Chafee staff read in an ef-
fort to comfort one another about their 
leader. The Psalm is as follows: 
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 

Whoever leads a blameless life and does what 
is right, who speaks the truth from his 
heart. 

There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no 
evil to his friend; he does not heap con-
tempt upon his neighbor. 

In his sight the wicked is rejected, but he 
honors those who fear the Lord. 

He has sworn to do no wrong and does not 
take back his word. 

He does not give his money in hope of gain, 
nor does he take a bribe against the in-
nocent. 

Whoever does these things shall never be 
overthrown. 

It is a wonderful tribute from the 
Chafee staff to their friend and their 
boss. I don’t think it could be said any 
better than that. 

We will miss you, John, but we are a 
lot richer because you were here with 
us. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Will the Senator yield? 
I want to tell the Senator what a gra-
cious suggestion he has made, naming 
the Coastal Barrier Resources System 
after Senator John Chafee. I cannot 
think of a more fitting tribute with re-
spect to legislation with which he has 
been associated. I hope, therefore, we 
can bring that bill out quickly—I do 
not think it is controversial at all—and 
pass it in this session of this Congress. 
I thank the Senator. I express my ap-
preciation to the Senator for such a 
gracious thought, and I will join with 
him, moving as quickly as we can to 
make that become law with John’s 
name on it. 

All of us are at a loss to find the 
words. We dig down deep to try to as-
certain the meaning of John’s death. It 
was so sudden. It happened so quickly, 
and to such a wonderful, decent, good 

man. I think basically all of us are 
going to be remembered to some degree 
by who we are as people, more than 
what legislation we passed. We all 
work together here to pass legislation, 
but it is really the character of the per-
son that is remembered by family, 
friends, associates. 

I can think of no person for whom I 
presently do have a fonder memory or 
more respect than John Chafee. There 
is no man who was more of a good man 
than John Chafee. His decency, his ci-
vility—they do not come any better. 
They just don’t. We are all thinking 
about John. Words don’t come to us— 
certainly not to this Senator at this 
moment—but we all know what a good 
man he was. We cherish those memo-
ries very deeply. 

He was a great Senator. 
Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to remember our friend John 
Chafee. The state of Rhode Island and 
the United States have lost a great 
man—a valiant soldier, a dedicated 
statesman and a gentleman of a breed 
we don’t see enough of these days. 

I always felt an affinity with John 
because our political careers followed 
similar paths. Like me, he returned 
from military service overseas and 
soon began his political career in his 
home state of Rhode Island, eventually 
serving as Governor and then as a 
United States Senator. 

The courage and integrity that 
earned John accolades in the Marine 
Corps marked his tenure in the Senate, 
where he stood up for issues he believed 
in, no matter the opposition, and 
worked to break gridlock between 
Democrats and Republicans and forge 
partnerships amid partisanship. He 
knew when to be a leader in his party 
and when to be a loner, and most peo-
ple respected him dearly for it. A 
former Secretary of the Navy, he 
steered his own course. 

Environmentalists will remember 
John Chafee as their chief Republican 
ally, a man whose vision led to the 
crafting of numerous pieces of key leg-
islation, including the 1988 law against 
ocean dumping, the 1989 oil spill law 
and most notably the Clean Air Act of 
1990. More recently, he led successful 
efforts to enact oil spill prevention and 
response legislation and a bill to 
strengthen the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. His years of commitment to the 
protection of the nation’s wetlands and 
barrier islands are also tributes to his 
environmental legacy. 

John had many visions, one of which 
was providing all Americans with com-
prehensive health care. His hard work 
in drafting a Republican health care 
package and pushing for a bipartisan 
compromise will not be forgotten. Nei-
ther will his efforts to expand health 
care coverage for women and children, 
improve community services for per-
sons with disabilities and reduce the 
federal budget deficit. 

Democrats and Republicans alike in 
John’s home state of Rhode Island 
knew they had a friend in their Sen-
ator. He fought for local issues with 
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the same vigor as national ones. When 
he announced this March that he would 
not seek a fifth Senate term in 2000, he 
became emotional as he explained, ‘‘I 
want to go home.’’ In many ways I 
think John has gone home, in that he 
took his deep love of Rhode Island and 
its residents with him as he left this 
earth on Sunday. 

As a Marine, John Chafee followed 
the motto ‘‘Semper Fi,’’ or ‘‘always 
faithful.’’ He carried that motto with 
him throughout his life. He was always 
faithful to his state, his country and 
his family. I will miss him and his 
statesmanship on the Senate floor. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, even now 
that we’ve had a moment to pause and 
reflect, it’s hard to believe just how 
quickly John Chafee was taken from 
us. His passing, without any warning, 
caught us all unawares, and it leaves a 
hole in our lives and our work that will 
not be easily filled. 

Like so many of my colleagues, I will 
always recall John’s friendly, cour-
teous personality—the way he listened 
carefully to what you had to say and 
explained any differences he had in po-
sition or philosophy. His interest in a 
vast variety of subjects and the knowl-
edge and insight that he shared on 
them made him both a friend and a 
teacher to his colleagues in the Senate. 

I remember my first year in the 
United States Senate. I was working 
hard on an issue I really wanted to 
make some progress on. In an effort to 
encourage people to clean up environ-
mental hazards, some States had pro-
vided a way where businesses could 
search for problems, identify them, 
begin to correct them, and then have 
reduced or no fines depending on the 
severity of the situation. The language 
of this regulation varied from State to 
State. Then the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency started coming into the 
States following these environmental 
audits and fining people. They were 
also threatening to take away the 
State’s ability to continue to allow 
these audits. 

I drafted a bill to make the environ-
mental audits federally accepted. I 
wasn’t on the right committee for this 
legislation and I hadn’t had an oppor-
tunity to get my bill taken up for con-
sideration when the appropriations 
process came around. So, I submitted 
my bill as an amendment. Senator 
Chafee had me meet with him. He ex-
plained the appropriations process, and 
then explained the complexities of tak-
ing up my bill as an amendment. He 
said if I would withdraw my amend-
ment he would hold a hearing in his 
committee. I withdrew my amendment 
certain there would be no further ac-
tion taken on it that session. 

Shortly after my visit with Senator 
Chafee, and without any additional 
urging on my part, he had set a date 
for a hearing on environmental audits. 
During the hearing, Senator Chafee’s 
indepth questions helped to bring focus 
and perspective to the issue at hand. 
When the hearing was gaveled to a 

close, everyone had a better under-
standing of the problem and what we 
needed to do to correct it. 

A few months later, Kyoto, Japan be-
came the site for the Global Climate 
Change Conference. Senator Chafee and 
I and several others went to Kyoto to 
reaffirm our position and deliver the 
message included in the Senate resolu-
tion dealing with global climate 
change. While we were there I attended 
several meetings with him. I also spent 
some time outside of the meetings with 
him. It was a good opportunity to 
break bread with him and get to know 
this very fine man a little better. 

I recall our first night to Kyoto. Sev-
eral members of the delegation 
checked on places to eat and they had 
selected a restaurant. Senator Chafee 
checked to see how expensive the res-
taurant was. He thought that was too 
much money to spend on any dinner. 
So, he had his dinner in the hotel 
lobby. I joined him and appreciated 
very much the evening of discussion 
that we had on Japan, global climate 
change, and a variety of environmental 
issues. Eating our dinner and sharing 
our views gave me a little more insight 
into the character of this phenomenal 
man who sat next to me. 

John had a remarkable ability to 
bring people together—and keep them 
together. He also had a gift for putting 
into words that one, deep, probing 
question that got right to the heart of 
the matter. And, in these days when it 
is sometime more popular to cling to 
what is politically correct than what is 
right—John never wavered in his be-
liefs and he never compromised his 
principles. He always stood tall and 
proud for what he believed in. That’s 
why he was always so deeply respected 
by this colleagues and his constituents. 

Something tells me that God must 
have had a special need for someone 
with John’s unique skills, so He called 
him home. I wouldn’t be surprised if 
right now, John is chairing a meeting 
with God’s angels in heaven to help get 
them more organized and focused, too. 
That would be just like him. 

In the years to come, I think what I 
will miss most about John will be his 
warmth, his laugh, his voice, and his 
walk before and after the cane. John 
was both a gentleman and a gentle man 
and his remarkable persona will be 
greatly missed. For the moment we 
will each cling to the instant replay 
memories we have of him to help to fill 
the void his passing leaves behind. 

John, your service in the Senate 
leaves us all with a good example for us 
to follow in the way you always gave 
totally of yourself to your family, to 
your state, to each of us, to your coun-
try and to the world around us. Thanks 
for all the ways you’ve served us all. 
Thanks for all the things you’ve done. 
So much of your State, our country, 
and parts all around this great world of 
ours bear your mark for your having 
passed by. Thanks for the seeds that 
you planted that will effect the future. 
Because of them, you will never be for-
gotten. 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise to 
make a few remarks concerning the re-
cent passing of Mr. Chafee. 

Mr. Chafee was one of a kind. His life 
was a life of service. He served in two 
great wars—World War II and the Ko-
rean conflict, rising from private to 
captain. He served Rhode Island as a 
member of the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives and as Governor, then 
as its United States Senator. 

He has left a most positive legacy for 
the citizens of this land to emulate. 
But his greatest legacy was a legacy of 
decency. It mattered very little to Mr. 
Chafee whether a proposal was made by 
the Democrats or the Republicans. His 
only question was: Is this program or 
project in the best interest of this na-
tion? 

Our nation has lost a great leader 
and a most dedicated public servant. 
The State of Rhode Island has lost its 
most brilliant star. But for many, 
many of us—we have lost a friend. I 
will miss him. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, we are 
all deeply saddened by the sudden loss 
of our colleague and friend, John 
Chafee. He was a very special Member 
of the Senate who embodied the no-
blest traditions of this institution. He 
would fight with great vigor and pas-
sion for the principles he believed in, 
trying to persuade colleagues to adopt 
his point of view. But his devotion to a 
cause never made him intransigent or 
unwilling to consider competing ideas. 

John Chafee had a unique ability to 
build consensus, and he was forever 
searching to find common ground 
across partisan and ideological battle-
lines. He was a student of history, and 
he knew that principled compromise 
was essential if the legislative process 
is to serve the public interest. He un-
derstood that a Congress mired in grid-
lock could not solve the Nation’s prob-
lems. 

He cared far too deeply about the 
country he served to accept political 
stalemate. Because of his deep commit-
ment to these abiding principles, he 
held the trust and respect of colleagues 
across the political spectrum, and he 
was often able to find that common 
ground when others could not. 

John Chafee’s 23 years in the Senate 
have truly made a difference. The 
American people enjoy cleaner air and 
cleaner water because of his tireless 
and skillful efforts to protect the envi-
ronment. Foster children are treated 
more humanely because he assumed 
the role of their legislative guardian. 
Poor families who must depend on 
Medicaid have more secure access to 
health care because of his concern for 
their well-being. 

While John Chafee was a skilled con-
sensus builder, he was never reluctant 
to speak out on controversial issues. 
His gentle and gracious manner was ac-
companied by a very strong will. His 
political courage was evident on a 
broad range of issues—from his out-
spoken advocacy of banning the manu-
facture and sale of handguns, to his 
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vigorous defense of abortion rights, to 
his steadfast support for nuclear weap-
ons control. He was a man of principle, 
whose strength was evident to all who 
knew him. I will always remember his 
extraordinary efforts in 1993 and 1994 to 
enact health insurance coverage for all 
Americans. Through that battle, John 
Chafee never gave up and never gave 
in. He showed great perseverance under 
exceptional pressure, and great com-
mitment to a cause he believed in deep-
ly. 

His ideals and patriotism was shaped 
as a young soldier in combat on Gua-
dalcanal and Okinawa during World 
War II and in the Korean conflict. Tom 
Brokaw has called John Chafee’s gen-
eration ‘‘The Greatest Generation.’’ In 
his well-known book by that name, Mr. 
Brokaw wrote: 

They came of age during the Great Depres-
sion and the Second World War and went on 
to build modern America—men and women 
whose everyday lives of duty, honor, achieve-
ment, and courage gave us the world we have 
today. 

John Chafee symbolizes those elo-
quent words. As a state legislator, as 
Governor of Rhode Island, as Secretary 
of the Navy, and as a four-term United 
States Senator, John Chafee devoted 
his entire adult life to public service. 
He gave our nation not only length of 
service, but service of the highest cal-
iber. He believed in the capacity of 
government to improve the lives of its 
citizens, and he worked every day to 
make it so. His distinguished service 
will leave a lasting legacy. 

We all feel his loss today. But it will 
be felt even more deeply by the Senate 
as time passes. We will miss his wise 
counsel, we will miss his political cour-
age, and we will miss his extraordinary 
ability to build bridges across partisan 
and ideological divides. 

I extend my deepest sympathy to 
John’s wife, Virginia, and to his chil-
dren and grandchildren. Our Senate 
family truly shares your loss. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, our 
friend and colleague John Chafee was a 
good man, a first among equals. He was 
a statesman and a public servant. He 
dedicated his professional life to the 
service of his country. He was a good 
friend to colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle. 

John Chafee was respected by all who 
knew and served with him. And he re-
turned that respect in kind. He was a 
bridge builder, always looking for a 
way to craft consensus. 

He set aside partisanship and put his 
energies into working for the greater 
good. And he won high praise from a 
wide spectrum of admirers, from the 
ACLU to the Chamber of Commerce! 

John had an early and lifelong sense 
of duty to his country. He left college 
in 1942 to join the Marine Corps. He 
fought in the U.S. invasion of Guadal-
canal and later on Okinawa. He re-
turned to active military duty in 1951 
in Korea. Between his tours of duty, 
John earned his bachelor’s degree at 
Yale and his law degree at Harvard. 

He built a career of distinguished 
service to his state and his nation. He 
served in the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives (1957–63), as Governor 
of Rhode Island (1963–69), as Secretary 
of the Navy (1969–72). And in 1977, John 
Chafee came to the United States Sen-
ate, the first Republican Senator elect-
ed in his state in 46 years. 

No matter where public service took 
him, his heart was always in Rhode Is-
land. And it was to Rhode Island that 
he planned to retire next year. 

John Chafee wore many titles in his 
lifetime, and he wore them all with dis-
tinction: Captain, Governor, Secretary, 
Senator. 

But I believe that John was proudest 
of being a husband, father, and grand-
father. He was devoted to his family— 
to Virginia, their five children, and 
twelve grandchildren. Their loss is tre-
mendous, and I hope in the days and 
weeks ahead they take some small 
comfort in John’s magnificent legacy. 

When the major achievements of the 
20th Century are recounted, many of 
them will bear the mark of John 
Chafee: the Clean Air Act, the Super-
fund, Social Security, fair housing, 
civil rights. 

He played a major role in every 
major piece of environmental legisla-
tion that has passed during the past 
two decades. He fought for health care 
coverage for low income families and 
expanded coverage for uninsured chil-
dren. 

He fought for the Family and Medical 
Leave Act. John made it his mission to 
ensure that no American fell between 
the cracks. And America’s women, 
children, and families are the bene-
ficiaries. 

John Chafee and I worked together 
long and hard to protect kids from to-
bacco addiction. In 1998, we introduced 
the first comprehensive bipartisan to-
bacco prevention bill—the Kids Deserve 
Freedom from Tobacco Act. 

Our bill—also known as the KIDS 
Act—was designed to cut tobacco use 
by kids in half over a three-year pe-
riod. John took some risks in joining 
this bipartisan effort, but he did it be-
cause he was a passionate advocate for 
children. 

I also had the privilege of working 
with John on disability issues. He was 
a major champion for creating alter-
natives to institutions for people with 
disabilities. 

Senator Chafee’s work to create the 
Medicaid home and community-based 
waivers opened the doors to inde-
pendent living for tens of thousands of 
people with disabilities. His efforts in 
this area alone are too numerous to re-
count. 

In addition, he worked in true bipar-
tisan manner to promote maternal and 
child health programs and to protect 
thousands of children with disabilities 
from losing SSI. 

John Chafee’s commitment to fight-
ing for what he believed in was 
matched by the dedication of his long-
time, loyal staff. Our hearts go out to 
all of them. 

Mr. President, John Chafee was a 
humble giant. He had a broad, inclusive 
vision. He was principled and thought-
ful. He asked and gave the best of him-
self in everything he did. He didn’t 
seek recognition. He just rolled up his 
sleeves and got to work. His spirit and 
his voice will be sorely missed. I am 
privileged to call him my friend. 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to join my colleagues in mourn-
ing the untimely death of our friend, 
John Chafee. Today, we celebrate the 
enthusiastic spirit he brought with him 
each day to the Senate, and the gen-
erous public spirit exemplified by his 
work. 

With John’s passing, the State of 
Rhode Island has lost a leader, the Sen-
ate has lost a statesman, and the 
Chafee family has lost a loving, dedi-
cated husband, father, and grandfather. 
As the Senate family, the prayers of 
John’s colleagues and our staffs are 
with Ginny and her entire family. 

Many of my colleagues have recited 
the accomplishments of John Chafee. 
They bear repeating, however. 

Before his achievements as a legis-
lator, John was a leader in the Ma-
rines. He served in the original inva-
sion at Guadalcanal, and when he was 
recalled to active duty in 1951, he com-
manded a rifle company in Korea. 

John then turned his service to the 
State of Rhode Island, first as a mem-
ber of its House of Representatives, 
where he eventually attained the rank 
of Minority Leader. In 1962, John ran 
for Governor and won—though it was a 
very close race. He increased that mar-
gin of victory significantly in the fol-
lowing two elections, in 1964 and 1966, 
when he was reelected with the largest 
margin in the State’s history. 

Following his governorship, John 
Chafee went on to serve as Secretary of 
the Navy for three and a half years. 

Beginning in 1976, John began his 
long career in the U.S. Senate. As the 
only Republican elected from Rhode Is-
land in the past 68 years, John vigor-
ously pursued the interests of his con-
stituents, including environmental 
issues, health care concerns, and ef-
forts to reduce the Federal budget def-
icit. Through his position on the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, and mine on 
the Foreign Relations Committee, we 
worked closely together on a number of 
fronts to support free trade and oppose 
unilateral sanctions. I recall at one 
point we were two of five Senators who 
opposed a resolution we both thought 
was harmful to our relationships with 
another country. 

John Chafee’s contributions to this 
Senate, however, go much deeper than 
just those outlined within the pages of 
his impressive biography. 

I remember when I moved from the 
House to the Senate, and those early, 
confusing days working out of the 
cramped Dirksen basement. John 
Chafee was moving his office at the 
same time, and he invited me up to 
look his over. He made this new Sen-
ator feel welcome in a place where 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 23:01 Nov 01, 2013 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\1999SENATE\S26OC9.REC S26OC9m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S13127 October 26, 1999 
bonds between the ‘‘old-timers’’ are 
strong and newcomers can sometimes 
feel intimidated. Ultimately, I didn’t 
take John Chafee’s office, but I gladly 
accepted his friendship. When I last 
spoke to John, during a short conversa-
tion in this Chamber late last week, he 
talked about his son, Lincoln, and the 
possibility that son would replace fa-
ther in the Senate. I think he took 
great pride in the thought of his family 
carrying on his tradition of public serv-
ice. 

I was moved by the words of John 
Chafee’s staff in a statement they col-
lectively issued on Monday. It said, in 
part: ‘‘His sense of public spirit was in-
fectious, and we have all learned a 
great deal from him. But more impor-
tant than any lesson in civics is the ex-
ample he set for all of us about how to 
conduct our lives: listen to both sides; 
do what’s right; always look for the 
good in people; and, even if you don’t 
prevail, be of good cheer.’’ 

Mr. President, John was a tireless ad-
vocate for his constituents, a man who 
sought agreement in the often-acri-
monious atmosphere of Washington, a 
man who brought meaning to the idea 
of giving one’s word and standing by 
one’s principles. And he was consist-
ently of good cheer. I was proud to 
serve with him, and proud to consider 
him a friend. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and legacy 
of a dear friend and colleague, Senator 
John Chafee. 

I was deeply saddened yesterday to 
hear of Senator Chafee’s passing. The 
Chafee family lost a dear husband, fa-
ther and grandfather. My thoughts and 
prayers go out to Virginia, his chil-
dren, and his grandchildren. The Sen-
ate lost one of our most principled and 
reasoned colleagues. Senator Chafee 
will be greatly missed here. The people 
of Rhode Island, whose needs and con-
cerns guided his actions on a daily 
basis, lost an admired Senator. His im-
pact will be felt in Rhode Island for 
generations to come. Our country lost 
a tireless leader who consistently 
fought for what he believed in, and for 
that, I am deeply saddened. 

Senator Chafee was the kind of Sen-
ator that this country needs. In times 
of increasing partisanship, John Chafee 
always reached across the aisle to form 
alliances, to build compromises, to get 
things done. He let principles, not poli-
tics, be his guide. And that enabled 
him to be an unbending bridge between 
both sides that we have so desperately 
needed. 

Senator Chafee’s politics was the 
kind of politics this country needs. He 
inspired voters on both sides of the 
party line with his honest, independent 
politics. Senator Chafee always be-
lieved that persistent honesty and 
unshakeable integrity were the corner-
stones of public life. His was always 
the quiet voice of reason. 

And Senator Chafee was the kind of 
person this country needs. John Chafee 
devoted his life to public service—as a 

Marine, as a State legislator and mi-
nority leader in the Rhode Island 
House, as Governor of Rhode Island, as 
Secretary of the Navy, and as a United 
States Senator. He and his wife Vir-
ginia raised a beautiful family, and in-
stilled in them the values of public 
service and integrity. I am proud to 
have worked with such a distinguished 
man. 

We will always celebrate, and never 
forget, the work that was born of his 
public service, his commitment to his 
family, and his commitment to his 
principles. Senator Chafee’s work here 
in the Senate has had a tremendous 
impact on our nation. He leaves a re-
markable legacy. 

We will always celebrate Senator 
Chafee’s leadership on the Clean Air 
Act. We will always celebrate his fight 
to strengthen the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. We will always celebrate his hard 
work in authoring the Superfund pro-
gram. The air we breathe and the water 
we drink is cleaner and safer because of 
his landmark efforts. 

We will always remember his unwav-
ering advocacy for a woman’s right to 
chose. We will always remember his 
fight to enact the Family and Medical 
Leave bill. We will always remember 
his important work to curb gun vio-
lence in America. Our families are 
stronger, our constitutional rights 
have been protected, and our streets 
are safer because of his steadfast devo-
tion to these causes. 

In these ways and more, Mr. Presi-
dent, we will always remember and cel-
ebrate his quiet strength, his unwaver-
ing commitment to the people of his 
state, and to his own principles. Sen-
ator Chafee has had an indelible impact 
on our policy and our politics, on our 
culture and our country. And for that, 
we will always be grateful. 

f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the hour of 12:30 
having come and gone, the Senate will 
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15 
p.m. 

Thereupon, at 12:46 p.m., the Senate 
recessed until 2:14 p.m., whereupon, the 
Senate reassembled when called to 
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
HAGEL). 

f 

AFRICAN GROWTH AND OPPOR-
TUNITY ACT—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Hampshire. 
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I under-

stand the Senator from Montana wish-
es to speak. I know there are a number 
of other Senators who wish to speak on 
the Social Security issue. 

Mr. President, what is the regular 
order? Do we have an hour? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is on the motion to proceed under 
cloture to H.R. 434. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be given 15 
minutes as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Reserving the right to 
object, my understanding is there is no 
time constraint. We are on the motion 
to proceed; is that correct? 

Mr. GREGG. There is an hour. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Each 

Senator is limited to no more than 1 
hour. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Asking further clari-
fication, is that on the motion to pro-
ceed? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the 
motion to proceed. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
Senator from New Hampshire, I be al-
lowed to speak for 20 minutes as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New Hampshire. 
f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my concern about the 
President’s latest Social Security pro-
posal as outlined in his recent radio ad-
dress. I hope Congress will resolve to 
oppose this proposal unless it can be 
significantly modified, and it does not 
appear the President wants to modify 
it. 

I am greatly disappointed with the 
decision by the President to bring for-
ward this proposal. I had hoped to work 
with the President in a bipartisan man-
ner to resolve the Social Security 
issue. There are a number of us in the 
Senate who are willing to go forward in 
a bipartisan manner on this issue. For 
example, Senator KERREY, Senator 
BREAUX, Senator GRASSLEY, and I have 
introduced a comprehensive Social Se-
curity reform bill. I have been pleased 
with this bipartisan effort, at least in 
the Senate, but I have been extremely 
disappointed by the White House’s con-
tinued partisan approach toward the 
Social Security problem and especially 
their most recent proposal, which is, to 
say the least, a sham proposal. My goal 
today is to make absolutely clear for 
my colleagues just why this proposal 
does not work. 

This is not an easy task because it is 
a complicated and confusing issue, but 
it is something that must be done. Re-
grettably, I think the complicated and 
confusing nature of the proposal was 
intentionally created in that concept 
so the people would not understand it, 
so it would be confusing, and so that, 
therefore, by glossing over it with 
terms such as ‘‘saving Social Secu-
rity,’’ they could attempt to hide the 
underlying documents and energy of it, 
which is to basically undermine Social 
Security. 

Thus, it is vitally important that we 
all understand exactly what is at 
stake. So I am going to go back to ba-
sics and try to simplify this as much as 
I can. 

In its simplest terms, the Social Se-
curity system has enough money to 
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